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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Pages 3-5, filed 03/31/09, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 -3, 8-1 1 , and 1 5-1 7 under 1 03(a) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Tanimoto (US 
2003/0081261) in view of Takeda (US 7,283,262). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 8-11, 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tanimoto (US 2003/0081 261 ) in view of Takeda (US 7,283,262). 

Regarding Claim 1 , Tanimoto teaches an image forming apparatus (Page 2, 
paragraph 28) for transmitting and receiving data to/from an external apparatus (Page 
2, paragraph 29), the image forming apparatus comprising: 

a communication unit that accesses the external apparatus (Page 3, paragraphs 
41 and 42), and when the external apparatus stores image data addressed to the image 
forming apparatus, obtains the image data (Page 4, paragraph 45); 
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an image forming unit that performs an image forming operation according to the 
obtained image data (Page 5, paragraph 53); 

a power-saving control unit that controls a power-saving mode to be activated or 
deactivated (Page 5, paragraph 53). 

Tanimoto does not teach a communication control unit that determines if the 
power-saving mode is deactivated and controls the communication unit to make an 
access to the external apparatus while the power-saving mode is deactivated in 
response to a determination that the power-saving mode is deactivated. 

Takeda does teach a communication control unit that determines if the power- 
saving mode is deactivated and controls the communication unit to make an access to 
the external apparatus while the power-saving mode is deactivated in response to a 
determination that the power-saving mode is deactivated (Column 2, lines 20-28, 
wherein when the image forming apparatus is not in power-save mode then the external 
apparatus is notified of the change, which is accessing the external apparatus). 

Tanimoto and Takeda are combinable because they both teach accessing an 
image forming device that may be in an idle state. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Tanimoto with the teachings of 
Takeda for the purpose of updating the status of the image forming apparatus to the 
external apparatus without the need of user intervention (Takeda: Column 2, lines 9-14). 
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Regarding Claim 2, Tanimoto further teaches wherein the access is made when 
the power-saving mode gets deactivated (Page 6, paragraph 68). 

Regarding Claim 3, Tanimoto further teaches wherein the access is made when 
an image forming operation ends (Page 6, paragraph 67). 

Regarding Claim 8, Tanimoto teaches an image forming system (Figure 1 and 
Page 2, paragraph 29) comprising: a server for storing image data (Figure 1, element 
40 and Page 2, paragraph 29); and an image forming apparatus for transmitting and 
receiving data to/from the server via a network (Figure 1 , element 20 and Page 2, 
paragraphs 28 and 29), wherein 

the server includes: 

a storage unit that stores image data in correspondence with a network address 
(Page 4, paragraph 45); and 

a transmission unit that, in response to a request by an external terminal, 
transmits image data that corresponds to a network address of the external terminal 
(Page 4, paragraph 45), and 

the image forming apparatus includes: 

a request unit that accesses the server and requests, from the server, image 
data addressed to the image forming apparatus (Page 5, paragraph 53); 

a reception unit that receives the image data transmitted from the server (Page 5, 
paragraph 53); 
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an image forming unit that performs an image forming operation according to the 
received image data (Page 5, paragraph 53); 

a power-saving control unit that controls a power-saving mode to be activated or 
deactivated (Page 3, paragraph 37). 

Tanimoto does not teach a request control unit that determines if the power- 
saving mode is deactivated and controls the request unit to access the server while the 
power-saving mode is deactivated in response to a determination that the power-saving 
mode is deactivated. 

Takeda does teach a request control unit that determines if the power-saving 
mode is deactivated and controls the request unit to access the server while the power- 
saving mode is deactivated in response to a determination that the power-saving mode 
is deactivated (Column 2, lines 20-28, wherein when the image forming apparatus is not 
in power-save mode then the external apparatus is notified of the change, which is 
accessing the external apparatus). 

Tanimoto and Takeda are combinable because they both teach accessing an 
image forming device that may be in an idle state. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Tanimoto with the teachings of 
Takeda for the purpose of updating the status of the image forming apparatus to the 
external apparatus without the need of user intervention (Takeda: Column 2, lines 9-14). 
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Regarding Claim 9, Tanimoto teaches an image forming method executed in an 
image forming apparatus (Page 2, paragraphs 29 and 30, where there is a method to 
perform the stated operations), the image forming apparatus having a power-saving unit 
that controls a power-saving mode to be activated or deactivated (Page 2, paragraphs 
30 and 31), and being for transmitting and receiving data to/from an external apparatus 
(Page 2, paragraphs 30 and 31 ), the image forming method comprising: 

when the external apparatus stores image data addressed to the image forming 
apparatus, obtaining the image data (Page 4, paragraph 45); and 

performing an image forming operation according to the obtained image data 
(Page 5, paragraph 53). 

Tanimoto does not teach determining if the power-saving mode is deactivated; 

in response to a determination that the power-saving mode is deactivated making 
an access to the external apparatus while the power-saving mode is deactivated. 

Takeda does teach determining if the power-saving mode is deactivated (Column 
2, lines 20-28); 

in response to a determination that the power-saving mode is deactivated making 
an access to the external apparatus while the power-saving mode is deactivated 
(Column 2, lines 20-28, wherein when the image forming apparatus is not in power-save 
mode then the external apparatus is notified of the change, which is accessing the 
external apparatus). 

Tanimoto and Takeda are combinable because they both teach accessing an 
image forming device that may be in an idle state. 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Tanimoto with the teachings of 
Takeda for the purpose of updating the status of the image forming apparatus to the 
external apparatus without the need of user intervention (Takeda: Column 2, lines 9-14). 

Regarding Claim 10, Tanimoto further teaches wherein the access is made when 
the power-saving mode gets deactivated (Page 6, paragraph 68). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Tanimoto further teaches wherein the access is made when 
an image forming operation ends (Page 6, paragraph 67). 

Regarding Claim 15, Tanimoto further teaches wherein the external apparatus 
functions as an electronic mail server (Page 4, paragraph 45), and the image data 
obtained at the image-data obtaining step from the external apparatus is image data 
attached to electronic mail (Page 5, paragraph 51). 

Regarding Claim 17, Tanimoto teaches a computer-readable recording medium 
that stores therein a program executed in an image forming apparatus (Page 3, 
paragraph 34), the image forming apparatus having a power-saving unit that controls a 
power-saving mode to be activated or deactivated (page 5, paragraph 53), and being for 
transmitting and receiving data to/from an external apparatus (Page 2, paragraphs 30 
and 31), the program making the image forming apparatus perform: 
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when the external apparatus stores image data addressed to the image forming 
apparatus, obtaining the image data (Page 4, paragraph 45); and 

performing an image forming operation according to the obtained image data 
(Page 5, paragraph 53). 

Tanimoto does not teach determining if the power-saving mode is deactivated; 

in response to a determination that the power-saving mode is deactivated, 
accessing the external apparatus while the power-saving mode is deactivated. 

Takeda does teach determining if the power-saving mode is deactivated (Column 
2, lines 20-28); 

in response to a determination that the power-saving mode is deactivated, 
accessing the external apparatus while the power-saving mode is deactivated (Column 
2, lines 20-28, wherein when the image forming apparatus is not in power-save mode 
then the external apparatus is notified of the change, which is accessing the external 
apparatus). 

Tanimoto and Takeda are combinable because they both teach accessing an 
image forming device that may be in an idle state. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Tanimoto with the teachings of 
Takeda for the purpose of updating the status of the image forming apparatus to the 
external apparatus without the need of user intervention (Takeda: Column 2, lines 9-14). 
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4. Claims 4-7, and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tanimoto (US 2003/0081 261 ) in view of Takeda (7,283,262) further 
in view of Gu (US 6,744,780). 

Regarding Claim 4, Tanimoto in view of Takeda does not teach wherein the 
communication control unit further controls the communication unit to make another 
access to the external apparatus when a first time period has passed after a last access 
to the external apparatus. 

However, Gu does teach wherein the communication control unit further controls 
the communication unit to make another access to the external apparatus when a first 
time period has passed after a last access to the external apparatus (Column 3, lines 
13-20, where the polling is the access to the external apparatus). 

Tanimoto in view of Takeda and Gu are combinable because they all deal with 
communicating across a network. 

Therefore it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of Tanimoto in view of Takeda with the teachings of 
Gu for the purpose of decreasing the traffic activity produced by the network elements 
(Gu: Column 1 , lines 48-51 ). 

Regarding Claim 5, Tanimoto in view of Takeda does not teach a prohibition unit 
that prohibits the communication unit from accessing the external apparatus, until a 
second time period has passed after a last access to the external apparatus. 
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However, Gu does teach a prohibition unit that prohibits the communication unit 
from accessing the external apparatus, until a second time period has passed after a 
last access to the external apparatus (Column 8, lines 30-52). 

Tanimoto in view of Takeda and Gu are combinable because they all deal with 
communicating across a network. 

Therefore it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of Tanimoto in view of Takeda with the teachings of 
Gu for the purpose of decreasing the traffic activity produced by the network elements 
(Gu: Column 1, lines 48-51). 

Regarding Claim 6, Tanimoto teaches an image forming apparatus (Page 2, 
paragraph 28) for transmitting and receiving data to/from an external apparatus (page 2, 
paragraph 29), the image forming apparatus comprising: 

a communication unit that accesses the external apparatus (Page 3, paragraphs 
41 and 42), and when the external apparatus stores image data addressed to the image 
forming apparatus, obtains the image data (Page 4, paragraph 45); 

an image forming unit that performs an image forming operation according to the 
obtained image data (page 5, paragraph 53); 

a power-saving control unit that controls a power-saving mode to be activated or 
deactivated (Page 5, paragraph 53). 
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Tanimoto does not teach a communication control unit that controls the 
communication unit to make an access to the external apparatus while the power- 
saving mode is deactivated; and 

a prohibition unit that prohibits the communication unit from accessing the 
external apparatus, until a second time period has passed after a last access to the 
external apparatus; 

wherein the communication control unit further controls the communication unit to 
make another access to the external apparatus when a first time period has passed 
after a last access to the external apparatus; and 

wherein the power-saving control unit activates the power-saving mode when no 
image forming operation is performed for a third time period, and the second time period 
is shorter than the third time period. 

Takeda does teach a communication control unit that controls the communication 
unit to make an access to the external apparatus while the power- saving mode is 
deactivated (Column 2, lines 20-28, wherein when the image forming apparatus is not in 
power-save mode then the external apparatus is notified of the change, which is 
accessing the external apparatus). 

Tanimoto and Takeda are combinable because they both teach accessing an 
image forming device that may be in an idle state. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Tanimoto with the teachings of 
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Takeda for the purpose of updating the status of the image forming apparatus to the 
external apparatus without the need of user intervention (Takeda: Column 2, lines 9-14). 

Gu does teach a prohibition unit that prohibits the communication unit from 
accessing the external apparatus, until a second time period has passed after a last 
access to the external apparatus (Column 8, lines 30-52); 

wherein the communication control unit further controls the communication unit to 
make another access to the external apparatus when a first time period has passed 
after a last access to the external apparatus (Column 3, lines 13-20, where the polling is 
the access to the external apparatus). 

Tanimoto in view of Takeda and Gu are combinable because they all deal with 
communicating across a network. 

Therefore it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of Tanimoto in view of Takeda with the teachings of 
Gu for the purpose of decreasing the traffic activity produced by the network elements 
(Gu: Column 1, lines 48-51). 

Tanimoto in view of Takeda further in view of Gu teaches wherein the power- 
saving control unit activates the power-saving mode when no image forming operation 
is performed for a third time period, and the second time period is shorter than the third 
time period (Tanimoto: Page 5, paragraph 67, where since the user can set up the time 
for warming up to improve the energy saving, the user can set the time intervals so that 
the second time period, taught in Gu, is shorter then the third time period). 
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Regarding Claim 7, Tanimoto further teaches wherein the external apparatus 
functions as an electronic mail server, and the image data that the communication unit 
obtains from the external apparatus is image data attached to electronic mail (Page 5, 
paragraph 51). 

Regarding Claim 12, Tanimoto in view of Takeda does not teach wherein in the 
image-data obtaining step, another access to the external apparatus is performed when 
a first time period has passed after a last access to the external apparatus. 

However, Gu does teach wherein in the image-data obtaining step, another 
access to the external apparatus is performed when a first time period has passed after 
a last access to the external apparatus (Column 3, lines 13-20). 

Tanimoto in view of Takeda and Gu are combinable because they all deal with 
communicating across a network. 

Therefore it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of Tanimoto in view of Takeda with the teachings of 
Gu for the purpose of decreasing the traffic activity produced by the network elements 
(Gu: Column 1 , lines 48-51 ). 

Regarding Claim 13, Tanimoto in view of Takeda does not teach wherein the 
image-data obtaining step includes an access prohibition substep of prohibiting an 
access to the external apparatus, until a second time period has passed after a last 
access to the external apparatus. 
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Gu does teach wherein the image-data obtaining step includes an access 
prohibition substep of prohibiting an access to the external apparatus, until a second 
time period has passed after a last access to the external apparatus (Column 8, lines 
30-52). 

Tanimoto in view of Takeda and Gu are combinable because they all deal with 
communicating across a network. 

Therefore it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of Tanimoto in view of Takeda with the teachings of 
Gu for the purpose of decreasing the traffic activity produced by the network elements 
(Gu: Column 1, lines 48-51). 

Regarding Claim 14, Tanimoto further teaches wherein the power-saving control 
unit activates the power-saving mode when no image forming operation is performed for 
a third time period, and the second time period is shorter than the third time period 
(Page 5, paragraph 67, where since the user can set up the time for warming up to 
improve the energy saving, the user can set the time intervals so that the second time 
period, taught in Gu, is shorter then the third time period). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas C. Pachol whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3433. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thr, 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
(EST), Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler L. Haskins can be reached on 571-272-7406. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
06/11/09 

/Twyler L. Haskins/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



